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  End of Year Newsletter - Thursday 21st July 2022 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we reach the end of our first school year, I would like to start by saying how incredibly proud I am of our whole 
school community; for each individual’s contribution to creating such an extraordinary school. Thank you to our 
pupils, staff, directors, and you our wider school community, who have all approached this year with energy, 
resilience, and passion. 
 
Even though our school has not been especially impacted by COVID in 2021-22, as a brand-new school, we have 
faced many trials and tribulations and experienced a lot of fun, as we build and develop this special place. Our 
school values of resilience, initiative, communication, kindness, and responsibility have never felt more relevant 
or shone through more in the way that our whole community has worked together to inspire and engage our 
pupils, and to continue to make a positive difference every day to keep our school safe. 
 
End of term 
School closes to pupils today, Thursday 21st July 2022. The term dates and allocated INSET days for the academic 
year 2022-23 are shown on a separate page at the end of this newsletter.  Most of our tutor groups have 
recently enjoyed an end of term reward trip to celebrate, their hard work, attendance, and positive attitudes. A 
huge amount of fun was had, most involving water based activities! 
  
Your child’s end of year full school report will arrive later in the week.  We have also enclosed a complementary 
framed photograph of your child to commemorate their first year at YHS.  
 
I am sure you will agree, we have ended our first school year with a ‘bang!’  During the last two weeks of term, 
we held a whole school Activity Day at Woodmill with overnight camping for our older children as well as our 
inaugural Variety Performance Show.   Mario’s tutor group were treated to a special day out at Legoland, as this 
year, they were a bit too young to join in the Activity Day and camp.  
 
 

YHS Residential Report 
 
On Thursday 14th July, most of our pupils set off early to the local Woodmill 
Activity Centre to have a fun filled day of activities and BBQ food.  

From planned activities such as Archery, Canoeing, Tower climbing and Raft 
Building to rounders and capture the flag, all activities were enjoyed, given a go 
at (even if the fear of heights or falling in the water was initially worrying) and 
everyone respected the Woodmill staff that were on hand to help.  

After all activities were completed, everyone had the array of BBQ food on offer, 
which was kindly cooked by our chef Janine, before playing the many games we 

had available in our camp area.  Once our non-camping pupils had headed home, our campers headed round to 
the firepit where they toasted marshmallows on the fire and made themselves s’mores.  
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Finishing the evening we headed to camp to soak up the last of the 
sunshine whilst sitting down and having some chill out time.  

Pupils settled in their tents by 10:00pm with many falling asleep 
soon after. Having collected the pupils’ phones for safe keeping by 
staff, the 3:00am phone alarms were a little bit amusing, despite 
the hour in which they woke up the entire staff team.  

A very early start on the Friday left everyone with bags under their 
eyes for the day, but it didn’t stop many of us playing rounders and capture the flag at Woodmill Park, after a 
lovely bacon and sausage bap, to finish off what was an incredible couple of days.  

The behaviours from all our pupils were exceptional! They represented Yarrow Heights School better than we 
could’ve imagined. Our pupils interacted very well, with many offering to help staff and showed consideration, 
thoughtfulness and politeness throughout the trip. As a team, we are very proud of every pupil who attended 
the trip, and we are excited to explore more options like this in the near future.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Our Enriched Curriculum  
A unique feature of the broad and exciting curriculum offered by YHS is our daily enrichment sessions.  In our first 
year we have had the opportunity to experience so many additional curriculum-related activities, from Media 
Studies, to Music, to Performing Arts to languages and a variety of sports-based activities, including a very popular 
off site running club. 
 
Unfortunately, this year’s Sports Day had to be cancelled due to the extreme weather conditions. This is due to 
be re-booked in October. We will of course advise all parents when a new date has been set. We have planned a 
Roald Dahl day for Tuesday 13th September – more information will be provided nearer the time. We will also be 
participating in the national great ‘British Beach Clean’ in September, Youth Mental Health Day and Black History 
Month in October, to name but a few. In November, we will have a week-long focus on Talk Money – an 
opportunity for our older pupils to understand personal financial management and learn about budgeting.  
 
As well as the favourites, we will be offering new enrichment activities planned to our new school year. These will 
include team building, social interactions and leadership skills, as well as a trip to the theatre for the older children 
to watch the play ‘An Inspector Calls’, a visit to The Charles Dickens Museum, a pupil-focused certificated First 
Aid Course, and extending our cooking enrichment options.  
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For our Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils (Year 9s and Year 10s) we have organised the following careers 
focus to supplement their Life Skills studies in the Autumn Term: 

October – 2-day 1:1 Independent Careers Guidance (Y10) 
October – Attending the Careers Fair at Solent University (Y10) 
October – Taster visit to City College, Southampton – Year 9s and 10s 
November – 1-day 1:1 Independent Careers Guidance (Y9)  
November – Business Speed Networking – Year 7 – 10 

 

YARROW HEIGHTS VARIETY SHOW 

Our summer term culminated in a variety performance by YH Players and 
special guests.  This was a huge achievement for all of  our pupils who took 
part – a school full of exceptional talent.  

We are so proud of the courage that these children have shown to get up 
on stage in front of a live audience. Thank you for the many parents who 
have supported their children with costumes and for those who managed 
to come in person to support the show.  For those parents who were 
unable to attend, we fully understand you may have other commitments 
so have arranged for all parents to be sent a link to a video of the full 
performance in the next 2-3 weeks.   

I am sure this performance was the first of many more to come! 

We look forward to welcoming back into school the handful of children who are participating in the School Holiday 
Club taking place in the second week of the holidays.   If your child has arranged to attend and if you have any 
questions nearer the time please contact Jemma.Godel@yarrowheights.com.  Hope you all have a lovely time! 

Attached to this email there is a separate document sharing several links to organisations and groups that are 
offering a variety of summer holliday events. If you require further information please contact 
Alana.Lunn@arrowheights.com  

Finally, we have prepared a new Autumn Term Menu.  This will be sent in the next day or so by email and a hard 
copy will accompany your child’s school report.    

On behalf of the staff team and directors of YHS we thank you for your support throughout our first year, and 
wish you a safe and relaxing summer holiday. We look forward to seeing all of the children on Tuesday 6th 
September 2022. 

Kind regards  

 

Karen Gaster 
Head Teacher 
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       2022-2023 School Term Dates  

Autumn Term 1 
School opens Tuesday 6th September 2022 
School closes on Friday 21st October 2022 
 
October ½ Term holiday is Monday 24th – Friday 28th October inclusive  
 
Autumn Term 2 
School opens Monday 31st October 2022 
School closes 16th December 2022 
 
Christmas holiday is Monday 19th December – Monday 2nd January 2023 inclusive  
 
Spring Term 1 
School opens Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
School closes Thursday 9th February 2023 
 
Friday 9th February is an INSET Day 
Spring ½ Term holiday Monday 13th February – Friday17th February 2023 inclusive  
 
Spring Term 2 
School opens Monday 20th February 2023 
School closes Friday 31st March 2023 
 
Easter holiday is Monday 3rd April – Friday 14th April 2023 inclusive 
 
Summer Term 1 
School opens Monday 17th April 2023  
(Monday 1st May 2023 is a national Bank Holiday the school will be closed on this day)  
School closes Friday 26th May 2023 
 
Summer ½ Term Holiday is Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June inclusive 
Monday 5th June is an INSET Day  
 
Summer Term 2  
School opens Tuesday 6th June 2023 
School closes Thursday 20th July 2023  
 
Friday 21st July is an INSET Day  
 
Please may we remind you that all school absences must be reported to reception@yarrowheights.com before 
0730 am on the first day and each subsequent day of absence. 
 
Your child’s Tutor should be your main point of contact. As all of our Tutors support a full teaching timetable it is 
unlikely that they will to be able to receive or make calls during the day. However, they can respond to email 
and return calls post 1600.  All email addresses are the same.  

Tutorsfirst name.secondname@yarrowheights.com 


