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James Ketchell 
  

 

We had the pleasure of hosting 
James Ketchell with us on Tuesday 
10th to do a presentation to our 
pupils.  

James is the first and only person to 
have rowed across the Atlantic 
Ocean, successfully summited 
Mount Everest, and cycled 18,000 
miles around the world, in what the 
media dubbed ‘The Ultimate 
Triathlon’. 

In 2019 he flew his open-cockpit 
gyrocopter over 24,000 air miles 
around the world in 175 days. 

 

James was very inspiring to many 
of our young people (and staff) 
and has accomplished so much in 
his life. 

Our pupils were in awe of his 
passion and drive to achieve.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November of this year, James will 
be setting off from Portsmouth, 
rowing across the world for his next 
big event. As with all his challenges, 
James will be raising money and 
seeking company sponsorship to 
fund this forthcoming adventure.  

We will be holding an event later 
this year to raise money to help 
James achieve his next mission. 
Information regarding this will be 
shared nearer the time. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



   

Victorian Day  
 

As part of our curriculum, the 
English department would like to 
offer pupils the opportunity to dress 
up as a Victorian on Tuesday 7th 
Feb 2023. If pupils do not wish to 
dress up, they can come in school 
uniform as normal.  

During the day they will be doing 
normal timetabled lessons, 
however, their English and History 
lessons will be based on the 
Victorian Era. 

There will be some dressing up 
items at school for those children 
who do not have access to these 
at home, but who would still like to 
participate.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



   

Points and Non-
Negotiables  
In order to ensure a more 
consistent approach to the 
awarding of points across the 
school, we have updated how 
pupils can earn points in each 
lesson.  

The descriptors are clear and 
concise, allowing pupils to easily 
understand how many points they 
have earned. 

These descriptors have been 
shared with the pupils and they 
have had time to discuss them with 
their tutor team.  

Pupils start each lesson without any 
points, and they earn them through 
their individual effort and 
engagement; they never have 
points deducted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a school uniform that pupils 
are expected to wear, however 
sensory issues and the need for 
adjustment to uniform is taken into 
account when awarding points.  

To support the pupils, the School 
Council have asked for school 
fleeces to be supplied and we 
have agreed to this.  

We look forward to seeing all the 
purchases the pupils make when 
they can spend their ‘points’ 
before the Easter break.    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Other Notes 

 

The School Day  

We have had a few comments 
regarding the length of the school 
day being a little too long for our 
pupils. If you have any feelings on 
this, please email Karen: 
karen.gaster@yarrowheights.com  

 

 

Residential Trips  

This week every pupil was given a 
letter for their parents/guardians 
regarding this year’s residential 
trips.  Please kindly return your 
responses by 20th January 2023.   
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